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one desired many strong Anglicans were
permitted to remain. It will be found that the
income of the parishes where, according to
tradition, the Prayer Book was used through-
out the troubles, is almost always pitiful.
It is a vulgar error that uneducated and
scandalous men were numerous among the
Puritan intruders. The truth is that there
were plenty of young men, educated at the
Universities and ordained by the bishops,
but holding the.principles of the Westminster
Assembly, who were either unbeneficed or
holding poor livings which they were quite
ready to leave for better ones. The system
of patronage remained, and patrons were
unlikely to present men inferior to their
Anglican predecessors ; and there was careful
administration of the great mass of episcopal
and capitular patronage which, with that of
the Crown and of royalists incapacitated
from exercising their rights, was now at the
disposal of the government. There was strict
examination by " Triers," ministers appointed
to test the qualification of candidates, and
in every county there was a Committee of
Religion, consisting of county gentlemen
who exercised the powers of institution and
supervision that had belonged to the bishop.
Under the Independent regime of the